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From Smith—On the last Judgment. 


«ALL, saith the Apostle, must ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of 
Christ.”” What an astonishing spec- 
tacle! The trump of God, reani- 
mates the sleeping dust of so many 
ages, and calls from their tombs the 
unnumbered armics of mankind. 


In that «day, God will judge 
the secrets of men, by Jesus Christ.” 
And every idle word that man shall 
speak, they shall give an account 
thereof in the day of judgment.” 
A book of remembrance is written be- 
fore Him of the whole history of 
human life. Nothing can escape 
from his penetrating and omniscient 
cye. Every covering that self-deceit 
had thrown over the heart, shall be 





tions, thoughts, and designs that had 
been long lost from recollection, 
shall be brought to light, and asto- 
nish the mind with its own forgot- 
ten history. ‘The use we have made 


unaccomplished wishes of the heart 
—our omissions of duty—our actual 
sins—the sins of others to which we 
have unhappily contributed—all shall 
surround, and attend us to the tribu- 


guilty, the basis of its fearful decree. 
Ah! how profoundly should we now 
entcr into our hearts and search to 
the bottom the unknown abyss of 
iniquity that is concealed there! 
With what rigour should we judge 
ourselves, that we may not be con- 
demned by God! Unhappy are they 
and in the sure course to perdition, 
who suffer the guilty dream of life to 
pass away without frequent and se- 
rious recollection—-without thorough 
examination and knowledge of their 
own Character—with infinite asto- 
nishment and confusion of soul will 
they first learn their own history 
and their crimes at the bar of Heaven 
in the moment when they are going 
to be weighed in the balance of the 
sanctuary. 

The books are opened—There are 
written our privileges and opportu. 
nities, our mercies and corrections, 
and the improvement or abuse, that 
we have made of them. There are 
written the numbers of our years, 
of our days, of our moments, and 
the duties, the crimes, the follies, 
and even the omissions with which 

they have been filled up, or by which 
they have been marked, 

That nothing may be wanted to 

the perfect equity of the decision, our 

conduct shall be attested by the most 

faithful and incorruptible witnesses. 

Christians! your prayers, your tears, 

your self-denials, your active zeal, 

your successful labours in the cause 





nal, and ferm, with regard to the 


of your Redecmer. or for the happi- 



































255 On the Last Judgment. 


ness of mankind, shall bear witness| The sinner has not in perishing the 
for you atthe bar of Ged. Have} miserable consolation of saying, 
you relieved the afflicted and com | that his fate is hard orunjust. His 
forted the distressed? Have youin-/ frightful remorse confirins the de- 
structed the ignorant, and brought! cree, by which he is consigned to 
the erring back to the way of truth! everlasting burnings. 
and life? Have yeu contributed by| At length, it remains for Him only 
your disinterested iiberality, or your! to pronounce the decisive sentence. 
painful labours, by your active influ- | The trumpet, the thunders, the 
ence or your pious example, to diiTuse lightnings, the earthquakes, and the 
among mankind, the precious know-) flames have done their office, and the 
ledge of divine truth, or to send to | desolated universe, is held in pro- 
distant regions, the glorious ight of found silince. Directing himself to 
the Gospel? 'Phese blessed monu-|the right, he addresses those pure 
ments of your charity and zeal shall! and virtuous souls who have been 
appear for you in the day of the Lord. | redeemed out of all nations—*Come 
Parents! have you trained your ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
children-in the path of virtue, and the Kingdom prepared for you, from 
the fear of God? Have vou solici-| the foundation of the world.”’?—And 
tously studied to promote their high- | instantly you behold, new heavens 
est, their immortal interests? Llaveland a new earth wherein dwelleth 
your counsels, your examples, your) righteousness springing from the 
persuasions and your prayers, carly | ruins of the old, dressed in celestial 
touched their hearts, with the sen- beauty, and prepared to be the im- 
timents of piety, guarded them from); mortal habitations of the blessed, 
dangerous errors, and conducted | Then turning to the left—tliis is not 
them in the way of everlasting;a picture of fancy— it is not the 
peace? Precious witnesses! These! structure of a heated imagination 
dear and cherished pledges of your that often builds its fables on unreal 
love shall rise up, and in the face of| grounds, it is the word of God— 
the universe shall call you blessed. ‘turning to the left, he pronounces 


‘ at x G ‘ . yore % 
A cloud of witnesses shall accom-|0" the guilty the fearful decree of 
eternal justice—«depart ye cursed 


pany sinners to their condemnation. | ‘ ; . 
But above all, conscience is a wit-| nto everlasting fire prepared for 
ness, that will raise a faithful and the devil and his angels.” Instant 
decisive testimony at that tribunal, | ly all the thunders of Heaven, break 
In this life, men stifle its dictates @pon them—the tremendous cover- 
and remonstrances in a thousand|'#g of hell closes upon them, and the 


ways. Business or pleasure prevent , everlasting bolts of its fatal doors 
hot by the hand of the Al- 


its being heard—inclination and the; 4? 6 

habits of vice bias its decisions, and) ™shty- Oh! my soul! come not 
sinners in the midst of their crimes,|!bou Into their secrets, nor be par- 
often live in a great degree of secu-; taker of their end! | 

rity and peace. But there, no more; God hath left this day in an inter- 
causes of self deception can exist—/esting and awful uncertainty, that 
nothing can arise to bias its jude-!we may not presume upon time, but 
went or stifle its voice. It speaks' hold ourselves always ready for its 
with fearful energy. It anticipates|approach—sileid therefore with your 
the sentence and vindicates the jloins girded, and your lamps burning, 
ri¢hteousness of the Supreme Judge. ifor yon know not what hour your 
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Lord will come. At midnight, in 
your most secure and unsuspecting 
moments, the cry may be made. And 
if at this moment He should descend; 
if the Heavens above our heads were 


Mrs. Thayer's Letters. 








259 


botany and chemistry, but alas! the 
perversity of unrenewed nature! I 
never learned to fear or serve my 
God. Though [ hurried from vo- 
lume to volume, and studied with the 





cleaving to make way for the Judge; 


if the flames were now seizing on! 


the universe, and the trumpet of the 
Archangel were calling the living 
and the dead to judgment, how are 
we prepared for the great event? 


zeal of a votlebie, { found it was not 
in science to unfold the scenes of 
subsequent existence; and though I 
had learned the fashionable cant of 
infidelity, and would laugh with 
Voltaire at the credulity of mankind, 





Where should we stand? 


Mrs. Thayer’s Letters. 


in asmall duodecimo published by this lady, some in- 
teresting sketches of individuals are given. We pub- 
lish some account of herself and her triends, 


«sPossessing a taste for literature, 
with opportunities to cultivate and 
‘mprove it, surrounded by tender 
friends, early introduced to a circie 
of polite and fashionable company, 
caressed by my friends, and fiatter- 
ed by my companions, what was 
there wanting that I could not be 
happy? 

But death was in the world, and 
Tcould not be happy. If I looked 
into the volume of nature, I saw 
mortality inscribed in staring capi- 
tals on every page. “This, Lreflect- 
ed, is the state of man. And will 
iny existence end with this transi 
tory life? If so, why was I formed, 
to drag out a few moments of anxic- 
ty and pain—then sleep for ever? 

“If there is an hereafter, 


And that there is, conscience, unmfluenc’d, speaks, 
Then it must be an awful thing to die ” 


Vainly I endeavoured to obliterate 
this idea in scenes of fashionable 
amusement. In the midst of the 
mirth and hilarity of the sll 
chamber, the solemn thought pursu- 
ed me like a phantom, ’till disgusted 


With the frivolity and insipidity of 


the scene, I returned to my books, 
and sought in scientific ac quirements 
‘o rid my mind of its uneasiness. 


1 studied languages, poetry. rbcto- 


Mick, dipped a little tnto philosophy, 


yet often did my heart sigh for some- 
thing it possessed not, though I aid 
not rightly comprehend the dle jictency. 
My mind experienced a kind of va- 
cuum, that nothing on earth could 
fill—that, amidst all my outward 
cheerfulness, still preyed like a can- 
ker worm at my heart, and made 
me wretched. 

Often in my secret hours of re- 
tiremenut was death, with all the ac- 
cumulated horrors of endless wretch- 
edness, or total annihilation, pre- 
sented to my mind, and the agony 
of my feelings on this occasion sur- 
passes description. ec occcecceeee 

ooeeeee i Knew not how to dis- 
tinguish between contending systems, 
and sincerely believed I must em- 
brace either the Universalian, or the 
Calvinistic errors. Had 1 read the 
scriptures with half the attention I 
ibestowed on the volumes of Shaks- 
peare, they would have taught me bet- 
ter; but I perused them only to criti- 
cise, and eagerly catching at every 
thing my erring judgment pronounc- 
ed contradictory, with the help of the 
Age of Reason, and other infidel 
works, i became an adept in infide- 
lity. From Paine and Voitaire I pro- 
ceeded to the perusal of Volney’s Ru- 
ins, Which completely ruined my prin- 
ciples, and eradicated every trace of 
moral sentiment that remained. As 
yet though my heart was exceedingly 
wicked, [had forborne to divulge 

wy infidel sentiments, except among 
‘confidential friends; but now L be- 
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came acquainted with the writings 
of M. W. and every remaining bar- 
rier was broken down. I was no 
longer ashamed to be reckoned a 
disciple of Voltaire, and I could now 
openly advocate those sentiments, 
that have since caused me many an 
hour of disquictude. ‘Though my 
pride prevented my sinking into 
these degrading vices, which are the 
usual concomitant of a relaxed mo 


's0 home to my heart, 


Mrs. Thayer's Letters. 


For nearly four months [ strugeled 
with my vain propensities, some. 
times fervently veseeching God to 
strengthen me for his service, and 
sometimes captivated by my beset- 
ments, until it pleased God, (I have 
reason to believe,) in answer to the 
prayers of some of his dearchildren, 
on my behalf, to bring conviction 
and so to show 





me my perishing condition, destitute 


rality. and [ even sometimes pre-jof a Saviour, that I became in good 
tended to practice virtue for virtue’s carnest willing to «count all things 
sake, yet I strenuously opposed the|but loss, for the exceilency of the 


truths contained in that 
which alone presents proper incen- 
tives to virtue. . 2. 6 « « - 

Mrs. T. relates the manner in 
which conviction was at length 
brought to her heart, and she was 
enabled to see that «Jesus Christ 
tasted death for every man.’’.... And 
while I felt I had been abusing that 
grace, that had been freely offered 
to me in the gospel, my sensations 
were almost insupportable. Yet, in 
assenting to the truths of Christi- 
anity, I felt an emotion to which my 
heart had been a stranger. Gloomy 
and dark had been the night of scep- 


ticism, and the beams of gospel 
truth were sweet to my soul. Tho’ 


deeply distressed with a sense of my 
unparallelled offences against a Be- 
ing of Infinite purity, my exercises 
were not unaccompanied by hope. 
The serpent infidelity, though bruis- 
ed in the head, yet retained some 
remains of life, and writhed and 
struggled in my heart; but a serious 
perusal of some excelient books in 
defence of revealed religion, gave 
the finishing blow to this hydra- 
headed monste r, and my under- 
standing became rationally convinc- 


ed. But though my external con- 


duct was reformed, IT had not yet 
Jearnt to “walk by faith, and not by 
found my heart some- 
times bitterly rising against God. 


volume;|knowledge of Jesus Christ.” 


ivanities of time and sense faded in 


\ 


The 


.|iny view, and my heart unceasingly 


cried—God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” «Glory to Gad, he was 
not slow to hear, nor impotent to 
save.’—One Sabbath afternoon, [ 
walked into the fields to indulge my 
sorrows alone. ‘The load my broken 
spirit sustained, at this time, was 
almost insupportable. It appeared 
that Heaven and earth were conspir- 
ed against me, and I was deservedly 
wretched. No reed of hope to grasp. 
The past was sin, the present wretch- 
edness, and the future I scarce dared 
to look upon; it was verging to 
despair. ‘QO which way,” cried J, 
‘shall Lturn? I will go to my God, 
and if I perish, it shall be at his 
feet.’ With a kind of desperate 
resignation, I fell on my knees— 
‘Lord, [ yicld, I submit.”? At that 
moment, asensation of peace, vi- 
sited my heart, and the following 
words soothed my agitated feelings— 
‘Him that cometh to Me, TE will in 
no Wise Cast out.” Liad the weight 
ofa mountain been removed from1 my 
guilty head, itcould not have predu- 
ced a greater alteration. My soul at 
that moment, found power by faith, 


\ssto lay hold on the Son ef God.” I felt 


the merit of the atoning blood applied 
to me in particular, as though there 
were not another sinner in the uni- 





seal, apsaiaaige i 4 J 


a oe 


_" 





| jsone Saviour Jesus, for one sinner 


‘around, but how was the prospect 


© into my soul; God was all around 
ime, and within me, and I steod and 
) worshipped in silent rapture. 


‘feel this happiness—could I bat! 


» happy, [ now found to be the religion 


) fractory creature, who, pursued by 
» His Spirit, amidst scenes of multi- 
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verse, and [ exclaimed aloud, «*Here 


Caroline.’ I arose, and looked 
changed! Thad often admired the 
yomantic banks of the Saco, but 
never did they appear so beautiful as 


at the present. I felt a calm sink 


O! Julia, could I but make you 


make you feel what it is to hold 
communion with God, you woald 
look with contempt on the honeurs, 
wealth and pleasures of the world, 
and «count ail things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ.’’ 

The vacuity in my mind was now 
filled, and that indescribable some- 
thing, I had long wanted to make me 


of Jesus. The day-star of salva- 
tion had dawned upon my heart, and 
I washappy. I can never be enough 
thankful, that my attention has been 
called to the interests of my immor- 
tal spirit. I can never enough adore 
the long suffering goodness of that 
God, who so long bore with his re- 


plied transgression, brought me at 
last by a way [ had not known, to 
the enjoyment ef his beatific pre- 
sence here; to a blessed foretaste of 
that happiness I had hoped to share 
With his faithful followers im that 


‘Before her marriage, the accom- 


plished Miss S. was considered the 


standard of dress in the circle of her 
acquaintance. ‘Though she possessed 
a vivid imagination, and sprightly 
genius, her progress in useful litera- 
ture was but small. We married 
about the same time, and our ac- 
quaintance for a season was inter- 
rupted. On my last visit to , 
preparatory to my leaving New 
fingland, I called on my old ac- 
quaintance, and found her still im- 
mersed in the pseudo pleasures of 
the fashionable world. ‘Tea parties, 
the toilet, and the superb ornaments 
of her parlour, divided her attenti- 
on, 
Thoughshe received me with all 
the hospitality due to an old and in- 
timate acquaintance, yet I could 
plainly perceive an air of chagrin 
and dissatisfaction, which all the 
gaiety of her apparel could but ill 
conceal. ‘Tell me, Susan, said I, 
amidst all the splendour that sur- 
rounds you, are you happy? Happy! 
she replied, «by no means, I am tor- 
mented with cares and anxieties, I 
am as miserable as a demon”’.... 
... While I tarried ut a ty 
phus was epidemic in the vicinity, 
and she was among the victims of its 
merciless ravages. I visited her in 
her illness, and found her anxiety 
to be iu fashion, still continued. 
With the sentence of death upon 
her countenance, her heart appear- 
ed to be totally unconcerned about 
futurity. In her intervals of ease, 











world, where «I shall see Him, as He: 


she conversed about an elegant house 


is, and mine eye shall behold Him.”’| that was prepared for ler reception, 
it is but reasonable, that the resi-;and regretted that her apartments 


tlue of my days should be the Lord's: iwere not more spacious. 


She was 


and O! my amiable friend, will you; attended by a young physician, an 


not be persuaded to try “the narrow 
way??? Remember that one thing is 
needful, and pray to God, to assist 
you by His Spirit and grace, to make 
suitable improvement of his mercy. 


infidel, who had strictly forbidden 
her attendants to inform her of her 
danger, for fear of depressing her 
spirits, and constantly assured her, 
that she would do well, 
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About midnight she was seized before my God, my own backwarg. 
With severe spasms, and for the first|/ness, that I had not warned her the 
time since her illness, expressed ajday before to prepare for eternity, 
tear that she would not recover.|[ was awed by the commanils of q 
Lhe experienced and respected Doc-; wicked doctor, and dared not intro. 
tor M. was now called to her bed-jduce the subject. [have never yet 
side, to administer relief. He was;been able to reflect calmly on this 
a sensibie aud worthy man, and I}scene. God enable me by future 
have reason to believe, a since ere|faithfulne ‘ss, to atone formy error, 
christian. ‘Your pangs” said he,|so that in the great day of ac counts, 
«ave the pangs of death? And i may have none but my own soul to 
While her fond husband earnestly; answer for. 
entreated that something might be| — 
ziven to prolong life, the “good Doc-| Julia possessed a mind of no con. 
tor exhorted her to look to the Lord.|moa grade, and with a versatility of 
ssDoctor,” said she, in a feeble, dy-| cenius. she applied with equal dili. 
ing accent, «Can you do nothing for! gence to the useful, the ornamental, 
rae? Can you not reprieve me, but and the abstruse, and with almos 
one day longer? Alas! JI am unpre. | ¢ qual saccess. Yet though she read 
pared io die. Lbave lived two nty-) Virgil and Tuliy with tolerable fa. 
six years. and never seriously tho’ (icility, and could measure heights 
of death before.?? ‘The horrors of!and distances with mathematical ex. 
dying unprepared, rushed upon asia Sine her manners were truly fe- 
mind, and she shrieked in agony.;/minine. Her person was pleasing, 
Bespair gave her strength, and she jand her countenance was a perfect 
raised herself without assistance in| index to a heart, naturally gay, yet 
the bed, and conjured a!! present to}capable of the most tender emotions, 
be warned by her example, and see k/and most durable attachments. 
the salvation of their souls. «For; Her parents, though good moral 
me.’ said she, «I am going, LE know; people, were not pious; and Julia, | 
not where. Heaven is not my place. like too many fadies of fashion, was > 
JT am unprepared for it.” Some oneja stranger to religion. When _ reli- 
present, proposed to send for the| gion was the topic, Julia was si- 
clergyman to pray with her—sIf) lent. | 
you can pray.” said she, «pray for; It was the will of Providence that 
yourselves; for me it is too late.” | T should encounter many serious af- 

in a few minutes the parish cler-| flictions. Inthe midst of these trry- 
zyvman arrived, and attempted te! ing scenes God wes my support, and 
console fier. He mentioned the case} when consolation visited me, in the 
of the penitent thief on the cross.; form of a letter from Julia, it gave 
and assured her it was never too late! new energy to a mind, teo prone to 
to turn to God. She replied “His! sii under the pressure of aiiliction, 
case and mine are differenf—he reo I thought I discovered in my late 
pented, Tcannot. Hf I were well, I) bercavements, the chastising hand 
should not think of it; I would hiv of Heaven for my remissness in 
here for ever? Ina short time, she) duty. «i reverted to the years spent 
sunk into a state of insensibility,| in Cultivating a mind, [ now suffered 
and thus expired, ‘to sink into puerile inactivity, and I 

For myself, I had retired to a| resolved bythe grace of G “od, hence- 
corner of her apartment, to mourn‘ forth to devote ny abilities, such as 
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series of letters to Julia. 


| shall act, I dare not promise.” 


Puniiorm 


Mheart, aud every istitution calcu- | Some time before 
piaicd to promote the interests of doubts were 
Spiety, or disseminate the knowledge |  Pejoic ed in the fat l assurance of eters. 


Support. 


person, 


} phihisis, 


Mrs. Thayer's Letters. 265 
they were, to recommend and en-| gave up all hopes of complete re- 
force the religion of Jesus Christ.| covery, and gave her heart wholly to 
With such views I commenced aj an active preparation for the world 
We wrote) to which she ielt herself hastening. 
‘yg each other frequently. ‘The fol-| Atonetime, when her pastor visited 
lowing extract is from one of her) her, and asked what were her views 
jetters: «Many times of late, Zhave|in the prospect of recovery? She 
determined to commence a life of piety , answered. ¢*} submit the matter to 
but some new amusement, or Sty | God. My situation wm life is agreea. 

company, has banished my seriousness. | ble. Ihave a kind husband, and 
Continue to pray for me, and believe! tender parents and friends, who will 
me, L feel the importance of being,| mourn when Iam no more. For 
what you would have me; how "I | their sakes, if it were the will 
of God, L might be willing io defer 
my happiness.” 








Some time afterwards, she mar- 
vied, and F heard of her but once | Bemg asked, if she had no 
from the period of marriage. In! doubts respecting her final accept- 
(his last communication. she ex-|ance with God? She answered—~ 
pressed a hope, mixed with many |**Through grace, I have generally 
ears, that God, for Christ’s sake, | been enabled to rely, with confi- 
had forgiven hersins. Persons who! dence onthe mercy of God, in Jesus 
attended her, duving her illness, and! Christ—yet the enemy sometimes 
witnessed her triumphant death, tempts meto fear.—I cannot state 
sive these particulars of her:— the exact time when God converted 

Her piety after a time grew deep,'my soul, but this I know, once I 

and consistent, and she> was attached to vain amusements, 
sione no more inthe splendid ga-| now |b love prayer—once I loved the 
laxy of fashion. She manifested the; world, now Llove God.’ Indeed 
sincerity of her faith by active and: ler conversion was so gradual, that 
persevering exertions, to prowote for a long time after she exhibited 
the cause of piety. ‘Khe friends ofithe fruits of religion, she was 
Jesus were thé chosen ones of her doubtful, whether she possessed it. 
her death, her 
ali removed, and she 


warm / nat dife.— hile 


stead yer rT "Ds 


of salvation, received her ‘her fond husband 


Wiping the cold 

Perhaps there is not amare tate r-| drops from her face, she took his 
esting object, than an amia rem young | hand, and said, with much difficulty, 
verging to the grave by thie ! +h there shult be no more deathe~ 
ingering steps of a protractes nd 0S EOEDE: After some tine 
Flattered by the iHusive;she added, «Oh seek the Lord;” 
appearances of returning healih, the and lifting up her hands and eyes, 
subjects of this deceitful disease, \«Lord convert his soul.’—These 
ireguently indulge chimerical hopes, | were the last words she uttered, 
and drap into the grave, while th sete) Her race was short, and her end 
minds are pursuing plans of future} | triumpliant.—Oh! glorious hope 
lite, and indulging drcams of re-fof immortality.—Oh transporting 
covery. it w as not so with Julia—| ‘thought! Julia. yet lives, and lives 
rom the first serious attack. she! forever. Surely if there be any cre 
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word, that carries peculiar sweet- 
ness in its sound, it is this word— 
ImMorTALITyY. It is this that dries 
the tear that falls upon the urn of 
those we love. It is this that re- 
conciles the soul to ‘all the sad 
rariety of woe;” and it is this that 
will at last gild the horrors. of the 
grave, and shed.a glorious light on 
the dark valley of the shadow of 
death. We shall all wake to im- 
mortality, and live forever. Gh, 
solemn, interesting idea! Our fu- 
ture happiness or misery will ulti- 
mately depend on the use we make 
of the privileges now put into our 
hands. Heaven is a prize worth 
life’s purchase. Let us then be en- 
gaged in its pursait. ‘Let us not 
sleep, as do others, but watch and 


be sober.”’ 
Epa 


Address of the Trustees of the Theological Seminary of 
the Protessant Episcopal Church of the United States 
to the friends of Religion aud the Church. 

Tue Board of Trustees of the 
Theological Seminary, in present- 
ing the following plan for its orga- 
nization to the Christian public, 
most earnestly solicit for the Insti- 
tution the liberal patronage of the 
friends of Religion and the Church. 

The importance of some better 
provision for the theological educa- 
tion of Candidates for Holy Orders 
has long been felt by the friends of 
the Church throughout the union. 
It has been made a subject of re- 
mark by most of our’ Bishops, in 
their addresses to their respective 
Conventions; and during the last 
sessions of the General Convention, 
it has occupied a large share of the 
attention of that body. In the con- 
vention of 1814, after much discus- 
sion, a resolution was passed, hav- 
ing for its object to ascertain the 
sentiments of the several Diocesses. 
After this reference, the General 
Convention of 1817 resumed the 





on mature deliberation, came to the 
following Resolution, viz: 

«sResolved, That it is expedient to 
establish, for the better education of 
the Candidates for Holy Orders jy 
this Church, a general Theological 
Seminary, which may have the unit. 
ed support of the whole church in 
these United States, and be under 
the superintendance and control of 
the General Convention.”’ 

The Seminary was to be placed in 
the City of New York, anda Con. 
mittee was appointed for the purpose 
of devising a plan for its establish. 
ment, and for carrying it into ope. 
ration. The UCommittee, accord. 
ingly, proceeded to appoint Profes. 
sors, and some subscriptions were 
obtained in New-York, Virginia, 
and the Carolinas, but no general 
appeal was made to the liberality of 
the members of the Church; and ei- 
ther from some defect in the plan, or 
from objections to the location, or 
from other causes, the Seminary 
languished in New-York, and there 
seemed no probability of procuring 
for it such an amount of funds as 
would be necessary for its support 
in so expensive acity. Under these 
circumstances, it was determined by 
the General Convention, during its 
late session in Philadelphia, to re- 
move the Institution from New-York 
to New Haven, and to reorganize it 
on adifferent plan. A Board of 
Trustees was appointed, with full 
powers to carry it into successful 
operation, and it now only needs the 
patronage of the public to fulfil the 
expectations of its friends, and to 
satisfy the wants of the Church. 

The place in which the Seminary 
is now situated is healthy, easily ac- 
cessible from every part of the Uni- 
on, and nearly central for the ag- 
geregate of the Candidates for Or- 
ders. The salaries necessary for 


consideration of the subject. and up-|the support of Professors, and tne 





































expenses of living for Students, will 
be but little more than halfthe sums 
which would be requisite in New- 
York. Its contiguity to Yale Col- 

lege will afford it the advantages of 
the valuable Library, and ring pub- 
lic Lectures of that institution. It 
is equally removed from the expen- 
sive extravagancies of a large city, 
and the vulgar manners of an ob- 
scure villages and its students will 
become familiarized to those habits 
which will be best adapted to the 
stations they may ‘generally be ex- 
pected to filk in the ministry. 
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100,000 doblars; and other individu. 
ais have also contributed to it with 
unexampled liberality. Have Kpis- 
copalians less liberality than other 
denominations? We trust not—We 
trust they are behind the members 
of no communion in their estimati- 
on of theological learning, and ina 
liberal disposition to support it, The 
appeal will now be fairly made to 
them, and we doubt not of its suc- 
cess 

Hitherto our clergy have borne 
an honourable standing when com- 
pared with those of other denomina- 





Concerning the importance of|tions. But the standard of theolo- 
theological learning, there seems! gical attainments is raised by- these 


now to be a general union of senti- 
ment. It is the glory ofthe Church 
from which we derive our immedi- 
ate origin, that she has taken the 
lead in the cause of sacred litera- 
ture. ‘The works of her learned 


new institutions, and unless we make 
similar exertions for the education 
of our Candidates for Orders, our 
younger Clergy will, in a few years 
be considered a degraded body, The 
well educated members of our com- 





divines were esteemed the fortress|munion will not listen with profit to 


of the Reformation, and with the 


lessons from an undisciplined mind; 


succeeding Jabours of her pious |and when they hear the sublime ser- 


scholars, they are now held in ve- 


ivice of the Liturgy performed by 


neration throughout the Christianjone who has not knowledge to dis- 
world. Even those denominations|cern its meaning, nor taste to per- 
which formerly denied the utility of|ceive its beauties, they will be like- 


human learning, now begin to ac- 


lv to retire with disgust from his 


knowledge that it is no ‘hindrance ministrations. And finding that 


to piety. The Methodists and the 
Baptists are making vigorous exer- 
tions for the support of theological 
education. The Dutch Reformed 
and the Associate Reformed Church- 


es have respectable seminaries at 


their taste and their learning can be 
gratified by attending the congrega- 
tions of other denominations, they 
will gradually become incorporated 
with them. While human nature 
remains what it now is, we cannot 


New-Brunswick in New-Jersey, and|count upon the general piety of 
in the city of New-York. The Lu-|mankind, nor upon the excellent 
therans and the Catholics have their) principles of our Church to secure 
Seminaries, The Presbyterians|us against such a result. It can 
have a very valuable institution at/only be prevented by rearing upa 


Princeton, and the Congregational- 


learned and a pious ministry. 


ists have seminaries at Cambridge It is an important feature in the 
and Andover. The Jatter instituti-| plan now presented to the public, to 
on has been endowed with distin-| provide for the gratuitous education 
guished munificence. A single in-|of necessitous students. This will 
dividual,- Mr. Bartlett, is said to|be done, as far as practicable, from 











have bestowed on it more than/|the income of the Funds of the In- 
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stitution, as soon as they shall become | 
adequate to this object; and it is also 
trusted that much will be effected 
immediately, by the aid of societies 
formed for the purpose, and by tie 
endowment of Scholarships by gen- 
erous and wealthy individuals. No 
species of charity can be more grate- 
ful to the friends of Religion, than 
that which raises a pious youth from 
depression and obscurity, and by 
furnishing him with the means of 
theological education, prepares him 
to become the herald of a Saviour’s 
love, and a dispenser of spiritual 
blessings to mankind. 

Another important object con- 
templated in the plan of the Semi- 
nary, is that of rearing up Missi- 
onaries to supply the wants of the 
church, This ebject will in part 
be effected by the pious emulation, 
and the missionary spirit, which 
will natarally be produced by the 
association of young men for the 
purpose of religious education. 
Bot it is especially provided for by 
requiring all those who are assisted 
in their education by charitable 
funds, to perform missionary services 
under the direction of the Board 
of Directors of «the Foreign and 
Domestic Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcupal Church of the 
United States.” 

To effect all the objects contem- 


of her communion, the Board of 
Trustees beg leave particularly to 
impress if upon them, that it is not 
for one of those ordinary charities 
which so frequently solicit their 
notice, that the present appeal is 
now made to their liberality and 
their piety. It is for an object of 
paramount importance, and which 
can only be effected by large sums, 
contributed by the opulent. Any 
Contribution, however small, will, 
indeed, be thankfally accepted; and 
the contributions of all the friends of 
religion are solicited by the Board 
of ‘Trustees—They ask of every 
one ‘according as God hath pros- 
pered him.” This being the rule 
and the measure of charity, enjoined 
by the Apostle. 

The liberal subscriptions which 
have already been made to this ob- 
ject, evince the estimation in which 
itis held. We consider them as an 
index to the public sentiment, and 
the public liberality; and we regard 
them asa pledge that the present 
call will be answered in the same 
spirit. 

By order of the Board of Trustees, 

i. C. BROWNELL, 
Pres. pro, ten 

New-Haven, July 14, 1820. 

[The plan fororganizing the Semi- 
nary, willappear in a future number; 





ated by the General Convention, 
in the establishment of the 'Theo-' 
logical Seminary, will, indeed, re- 
quire a liberal endowment. The! 
salaries of Professors, the pur- 
chase of a Library, the erection 
of a suitable building to accommo- 
date the Library and for Lecture 
rooms, and the support of necessi- 
ious students, will require large 
funds. It is therefore no common 
call which is now made upon the 
friends of the church. And in ad- 


————— 


‘Resolutions passed in General Con- 


vention, 1820. 

1. Resolved, That the the Theo- 
logical Seminary instituted at New 
York, under the authority of the 
last General Convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church of the 
United States, be transferred to, and 
located within the city of New 
Haven, in the Diocess of Connecti- 
cut, 

2. Resolved, That the manage- 





dressing the more wealthy members 








ment of the said Seminary, be and 
is hereby vested in a Board of ‘Trus- 
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tees, Which shall consist of the Bi- 
shops of the several diocesses within 
the United States— of twelve Clergy- 
men, and twelve Laymen—to be ap- 
pointed by the House of Clerical 
and Lay Deputies, atevery meeting 
of the General Convention; any 
seven Of whom shall be competent 
to form a Board for transacting 
business. They shall have power to 
collect and manage tunds for the 
benefit of the Seminary; to appoint 
Professors and Teachers therein, and 
prescribe their duties; regulate the 
admission of students, and prescribe 
the course of studics to be obset ved 
by them, not inconsistent with the 
Canons, and the course of studies 
which is or may be established by 
the House of Bishops; to make such 
by-laws and regulations, as may be 
necessary for the government of the 
Seminary; and generally to take 
such measures as they may deem es- 
sential to the prosperity of the insti- 
tution:—Provided, that the sums 
subscribed and collected in pursu 
ance of these resolutions, and of the 
resolutions on this subject, passed at 
the last Convention. shall be care- 
fully vested in some secure and pro- 
ductive fund, and shall remain in- 
violate and untouched, except for the 
purpose of erecting suitable build- 
ings for the accommodation of the 
Seminary; and that the interest only 
of the said capital shall be employed 
for the compensation of Professors, 
or other current or annual expendi- 
ture, except that they may continue 
and provide for, the present Profes- 
sor. ‘The said Board of ‘Trustees 
shall have power to fill vacancies 
which may occur, by death, remova!, 
or resignation of any clerical or lay 
member thereof; andit shall be their 
duty to make a full and detailed re- 
port of their proceedings, and of the 
state of the Seminary, to the next 
sceneral convention. 
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8. Resolved, That the Bishops of 
the several diocesses within the 
United States, and where there is no 
Bishop, the standing committee of 
the diocess, be and they are hereby 
earnestly and respectfully requested 
to adopt such measures as they may 
deem most advisable to collect funds 
in aid of the Theological Seminary, 
and to cause the same when collect- 
ed to be transmitted to the Treasurer 
of the Board of ‘Trustees. 
Resolutions of the Board of Trustees, 

passed at their meeting in New 

Haven, July 13, 1820. 

1. Resolved, ‘That each member 
of the Board of Trustees, be au- 
thorized and requested, in his indi- 
vidual capacity, to act as an agent 
in procuring subscriptions and dv- 
nations for the Seminary. 

2. Resolved, That the committee 
of the Board of Trustees, be au- 
thorized to appoint such agents as 
they may deem expedient, to collect 
money in the several states, and to 
procure contributions to the general 
Seminary. 

3. Resolved, That when applica- 
tion is made to those persons who 
have heretofore subscribed for the 
amount of their contributions, they 
shall be informed of the declaration 
made in relation to this subject by 
the House of Bishops. 

4, Resolved, ‘That the commit- 
tee aforesaid, procure and appoint 
a suitable agent or agents, to pro- 
ceed to Great Britain, to solicit 
assistance from tlie ‘Society for the 
promotion of Christian Knowledge,” 
the «Society for the propagation of 
the Gospel in foreign parts,” and 
from the «Church Missionary So- 
ciety;” and from such individual 
members of the parent church, as 
may be disposed to extend their li- 
berality to the institution. And 





‘that the said agent be instructed to 
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direct his especial solicitations to 
the procuring a'Vheological Library 
for the Seminary. 

5. Resolved, ‘That all agents ap- 
pointed to procure funds for the 
Seminary, be allowed, out of the 
contributions they may collect, a 
sum sufficient to defray their neces- 


day. the 7th day of September next; 
at which time an Inaugural discourse 
will be delivered by the Rev. Pro. 
fessor ‘Turner. 
— 
Letracts. 

Turn thou me, and I shall be turn. 

éd.—Vhis is the mourning sinner’s 





sary expenses; and that they render 
to the Treasurer of this Board, a 
detailed account of all ticir receipts 
and expenditures. 

6. Resolved, That it be recom- 
mended to the friends of religion 
and theological learning throughout 
the several diocesses, to establish 
societies, auxiliary to the institution, 
for the support of necessitous stu- 
dents. That the ‘Treasurer of this 
Board open a distinct account with 
each society, and that cach soctety 
have the right of determining to 
what individuals its benefactions 
siiall be appropriated. 

7. Resoived, ‘Viiat the agents ap- 
pointed to collect funds, and the 
Trustees of this Board severally, be 
requested to use their exertions for 
the establishment of such charitable 
societies. 

8. Resolved, That the Clergy of 
the Protestant eannenel Church 
throughout the United States, be 
requested, with the consent of the 
ecclesiastical authority under which 
they tive, and of their respective 
vestries, to have collections made in 
their several congregations once in 
every year, to obtain funds for the 
general Seminary. 

N. BG. The Rev. Professor Turner 
will Sivete his entire services to the 


Seminary. and the Right Reverend | 
° fo) 


Bishop Brownell has tendered his 
services, gratuitously, to assist as a 
temporary Professor, till the Funds 
of the Enstitation will justify another 
appointment. 

Lhe Seminary will be opened for 
the reception of Students, on Thurs- 


language, when convinced that he 
‘inust submit and turn to God, and 
in the meantime finds himself utter. 
ly unable to turn. Many essays he 
makes to give himself to the Lord, 
but O! his heart starts back, and 
sinks away, as tivugh he were 
rushing into flames, when he is but 
fiying to the gracious embraces of 
his Father. He strives and strives 
to drag it along, but all in vain. 
And what shall he do in this extre- 
mity, but cry, Lord turn thou me, 
and I shall be turned; draw me, and 
I shall run after thee. Work in me 
to will and to do, and then L shall 
work out my own salvation. Not 
only thy word. (6 Joln 44), but my 
own experience, now Convinces me, 
that I cannot come unto thee, unless 
thou drawest mine. Here I lie, an 
helpless creature, unable to go to 
the physician, unable to accept of 
pardon and -_ on the easy terms 
of the gospel, and unable to free 
myself of the bondege of sin; and 
thus I must lie for ever, unless that 
God, from whom [ have revolted, 
draws me back to himself. Thus 
you see, the awakened sinner is 
driven to earnest prayer in his exi- 
gence. Never did a drowning man 
call for help, or a condemned male- 
factor plead for pardon, with more 
‘sincerity and ardour, If the sinner 
had neglected praycr all his life be- 
fore, now he flies to it, as the only 
expedient left, or if he formerly 
ran over it ita careless unthinking 
manner, as an insignificant form, 














jae now exerts all the importunity of 











his soul; now he prays as for his 
life, and cannot rest until his de- 
sires are answered. 


SS 


The Rev. Nicholas Ferrar.—Of 


best of Beings? 





this learned and devout christian, it 
is related, that being one night un- 
able to sleep, a fit of scepticism 
seized him, and gave him the great- 
est perplexity and uneasmess. He 
doubted whether «there was a God,” 
and if there was, «what was the 
most acceptable mode ef serving 
Him.” In extreme grief, he rose 
at midnight and went down to a 
grass plat in the garden, where he 
stood a long time sad and pensive, 
yeflecting seriously upon the great 
doubts which thus perplexed him. 
At length throwing himself upon the 
ground, and spreading out his hands, 
he cried aloud. «Yes: there is, there 
must be a God, and He, no guesti- 
on, if Iduly and earnestly seek it of 
Him, will teach me not only how to 
know, but how to serve Him accep- 
tably. He will be with me, all my 
life here, and will make me happy 
hereafter.” His doubts now vanish- 
ed, and he returned to lis apart- 
ment in tranquility; but the recol- 
lection of the circumstance made 
him ever after commiscrate persons 
in distress of mind on religious ac- 
counts; to many of whom in future 
life, his advice and persuasions be- 
came eminently consolatory and in- 
structive. 


a a 


Of the Tendency of Infidel Princi- 
ples. ‘The principles of infidelity 
have a natural tendency to promote 
a malevolence of heart, as the prin- 
ciples of christianity tend to advauce 
Peace on earth, and good will 
amongst men. What complacency 
can dwell in that breast which is 
barred against all converse with the 
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What triumph can 

swell his heart? Or what glory 

beam from that eye, which beholds 

a world without a God? Or how 

should he love these, whom God ac- 

cording to his system, must hate or 

despise, and who are, in respect of 
their duration, equal—in point of 
reason, inferiour to the beasts of the 

field?) The sense of a life so base 
and wretched in its nature, and in 

its existence so short and uncertam 

—of faculties impertinent in their 
use—of a reason, unreasonable in 
its operations—of irregularities 
never to be rectified, and of misery 
never to be remedied—of a world 
that was not made for nian; of a 
God that has no relation to us, nor 
we to Him; of higher orders of 
Beings amongst whom lhe shal) never 
arise, and of an eternity which we 
must never Inherit—the one given 
as it were to mock our mearness, 
and the other, to embitter our limi- 
ted and transitory duration:—A 
sense I say of so much contradiction 
in our frame—of so much _ baseness 
in our nature—a sense of the im- 
periection of our faculties, the delu- 
sion of our hopes, and of the imper- 
tinence and vanity of our existence, 
must damp cvery joyous and kind 
affection, extinguish every spark of 
benevolence and good humour—ren- 
der the gay, sensual and sottish— 
the avaricious, sordid and knavish; 
the sober, melancholy and despond- 








ing, and the proud, desperate. Ex- 
piring, yet hopeless—conscious of 
guilt, yet cut off from pardon—like 
rebels in arms against their Princes 
they must persecute all opposers 
with fire and sword, and build their 
significance and security on the 
common destruction. Hence we may 
easily account for Lord Boling. 
broke’s treatment of believers. 

It was impossible that he should 
jue abeliever, with all his passions 
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Of the Tendency 


about him. ‘The pride of wit, of 
genius, and of eloquence, which he 
was fond to display, could never be 
reconciled to Christian humility, no 
more than the rancour he has be- 
trayed towards the general body of 
raankind, could be to christian 
charity. How or why should he 
love God, who dented his goodness 
end mercy? What faith could be 
expected from one, who believes 
nothing. but what he sces? What 
effects or returns of prayers from 
him who thought this duty no part 
of devotion? As he had no expert- 
ence of the happy effects of christi- 
anity upon his soul and conscience, 
it is no wonder that he denied those 
effects? How should a self-denying 
—an humble, and a holy Jesus—no 
prince of this world, and possessed 
of noempire, but over himself—how 
should such a teacher meet with the 
esteem, or merit the acceptance of a 
man Who had adopted nature for the 
obiect of his knowledge, and the 
measure of his enjoyments, and 
whose life had been for the most 
part spent in the chace of pleasure, 
or of power? Nature and passion 
always will fight against truth, plea- 
sure and piety. 

What man in his senses would 
choose to be Lord 
Would choose to be employed a 
great part of his Ife, in fighting 
against God and his Providence, 
and in ecoensequence, indulging a 
spleen incurable, and a malignity of 
heart unconquerable? In spitting 
his venom, and spreading like a 
plague, darkness, distress and 
death, all around him? 

The portrait seen by itself, and 
apart from others, has no beauty. 
no grace, or lovely proportion to 
attract our admiration or esteein. 
But place ever against and in con- 
trast to it, the picture of the real chris- 


Bolingbroke? | 


of Infidel Principles. 


ples of the Gospel, spirited withou¢ 
pride, and erect without ambition, 
humble without servility, and daunt. 
less without ferocity; with peace of 
conscience and the peaceof God; can. 
dour, complacency and benevolence, 
sweetly beaming through the features; 
the heart of devotion opening Heaven 
in the countenance—the eve of faith 
elevated and with fond rapture and 
extatic gaze piercing the Heaven of 
ileavens—the charm of love soften. 
ing—the Spirit of God animating, 
and the light and glory of God, ir. 
radiating the whole piece—and we 
shrink back with horror at the ma. 
lignant eye, the shameless front, the 
wanton leer, the discomposed, the 
harsh and irregular features, the 
‘proud and insolent air, the brow of 
‘scorn and contempt bent upon man- 
kind, and the blasphemous tongue 
directed against Heaven—the whole 
‘encompassed with the mishapen 
births of chance and chaos—the 
clouds and tempests of material na- 
ture, and the shades of eternal 
night. 

| Blot out the sun from the natural 
world, and you would do less mis- 
chief to the system, than by denying 
Providence, or excluding God’s in- 
‘spection and agency from the rati- 
onal creation. Let the dread of fu- 
turity, and the terrors of the Al- 
mighty be laid aside, and what 
wickedness will not be attempted? 
Let God be supposed a lazy slum- 
berer on the throne of Heaven, and 
\what comfort remains to the afliicted, 
what remedy for distress or opium 
ragatnst despair? Life would not be 
‘worth a thought or a wish, was it 
supposed to conclude our present ex- 
histence, and its departure to put an 
jend to our being, ‘Fo see ages and 
‘generations of rationals playing a 
short lived part, and then sinking 
into nothing—guilty of crimes for 

















tan, drawn from the genuine princi- which there remains no punishment; 


no 
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exposed to hardships which answer 
no end, and labouring under misery 
in the cause of virtue, for Which 


Sihere was laid up no reward, this 


Syor merey in God. 


would be mere mockery upon man, 
and surely bespeak neither wisdom 
As sure as God 


‘exists, this can never be our case. 


But were it possible, without 


‘blaspheming Heaven, to suppose 


S sition? 


P yeral 


no Providence, and no future state, 
what should we gain by the suppo- 
What new peace to indivi- 
duals? ‘What new motive or prin- 
ciple of virtue, to influence the ge- 
practice? ft the infidel 
scheme promise nothing but des- 


hiruction, why should zeal be em- 


ployed to promote scepticism in 


Ftheory, and immorality in practice? 








sins, nor prospect of reward for my 
virtues—that Providence is a dream 
and Heaven a fable! 

Suppose christianity, which is 
eternal truth, is no more than a so- 
lemn cheat. I should not thank the 
man, who would undeceive me. if 
I was all this while in a dream, I 
should think that man a villain 
who awoke me—awoke me to mis- 
ery—to know my real state to be 


|veal sorrow, and dispelled my iguo- 


rance at the expence of my lhappi- 
ness. I find both joy and peace in 
believing; L feel myself, while under 
the influence of christian principles, 
filled with hopes, full of immortali- 
ty. Lam satisfied with God’s pre- 
sence in this world, and love and 
long for his appearance in another. 





Such zeal is the rage of Devils, set; Why remit me to the elements of 
at Work to second the cause of Hell. , nature, the doubts of scepticism, and 
and to bring ruin upon mankind inu|the melancholy imagination of no 


} oe ‘ | ° 
both worlds. Vhe man who kills} paternal Providence, and no redeem- 


my body ts unkind, compared to kim |ing love? 


QO tear me not from God, 
who would undo my soul. 


L can!the rock on which I find rest, nor 


bear to be miserable here, but T) press me down the precipice of des- 


1 ER 


startle at the thought of being un-|truction, before the time! 
done forever. 


Comforts 
~_ : I can support mis ‘less world, and melancholy natures 
fortune ana glory in it, under the, when Providence and immortality 
appointinent of Providence, aud the! are shut out of the prospect! How 
protection of a guardian God; but af-| the wild winds blow! How the loud 
diction, the result of mere matter and waves beat! How am I tempested in 
notion, the necessary consequence; the ocean of the world; steering by 
ofa physical system, imposed for | no chart, directed by no pilot, and 
no end, and whose issues are death bound for no port! 

present, and death eterual, is such) Low was I but now transported: 
pure evil, such fruitless and absurd|a parent God appeared—the winds 
armory. | ‘and waves obeyed his word; my 
_ Suppose that I could be deluded bark sailed secure under his gui- 
into the adoption of the infidel’s;dance; ashore of safety and glory 
system, what am 1 a gainer by the|lay in prospect—what demon hand 
discovery? Why I learn, that the|has snatched from my sight the 
Gospel is not to be depended on—-| happy vision? ‘The radiant God, 


4 € . . . _ 
. that the best moral system in the! and blissful shore are vanished; and 


World may have no authority—that | I am presented with horrid rocks 
‘ne best example may be a picturetand opening gulphs; darkness and 
uf shadows—that I may not be ac-}death surround me; terrors from 
Countable to God for my sddiluct..tehove and from below, confound me! 
wave no promises of pardon for my} T. Hunver. 
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272 On the Religious Educaiiou of Children. 


On the Religious Education of Chil-| 
dren.—A Clarke. 


“Train up a child in the way he should go,and when 
he is old he will not depart from it.” 


Were a proper line of conduct 
pursued in the education of children, 
how few profligate sons and daugh- 
ters, and how few broken-hearted 
parents should we find. The ne- 
glect of early religious education, 
connected with a wholesome and af. 
fectionate restraint, is the ruin of 
millions. Many parents to excuse 
their indolence, and most criminal! 
neglect, say, ‘we cannot give our 
children grace’—what do they 
mean by this? That God, not them- 
selves, is the author of the irregu- 
larities and viciousness of their 


case is this: Parents cannot do 
God’s part, and God will not theirs; 
but if they use the means, God wil] 
not withhold His blessing. 


It is not parental fondness, nop 
parental authority, taken separately, 
that can produce this beneficial ef. 
fect. A father may be as fond of 
his offspring as Eli, and his children 
be sons of Beliels he may be as ay. 
thoritative as the grand Turk, and 
his children despise and plot rebel. 
lions against him. But let paternal 
authority be tempered with fatherly 
affection, and let the rein of disci. 
pline be steadily held by the pow. 
erful) but affectionate hand, and 
there shall the pleasure of God 





children. ‘Phey may shudder a 
this imputation; but when they re- 


flect that they have not given them | 


right precepts. have not brought 
them up under firm and affectionate 
restraint, have not shewed them by 
their own spirit, temper and con 
duct, how they should be regulated 
in theirs—when either the worship 
of God has not been established in 
their houses, or they have permitted 


their children, on the most trifling | 


pretences, to absent themselves from 
it—when all these things are con- 


sidered, they will find, that speaking | 


after the manner of men, it would 
have been a very extraordinary 
miracle indeed, if the children had 
been found preferring a path = in 
which they did not see their parents 
conscientiously tread. 


Let those parents, who continue 
to excuse themselves by saying we 
cannot give grace to our children, lay 
their hands on their consciences, and 
say whether they ever knew an in- 
stance where God withheld Ais 
grace, while they were in. humble 
subserviency to Him, performing 
their duty? The real state of the 


prosper—there will he give — his 
‘blessing even life forevermore, 
Many fine families have been spoil. 
ed, and many ruined, by the sepa. 
irate exercise of these {wo principles, 
Parental affection when alone in 
rallibly degenerates into foolish fond. 
ness. and parental authority fre. 
‘quently degenerates into brutal ty. 
ranny, when standing by itself. The 
‘first sort of parents will be loved 
‘without being respected—the second 
‘sort will be dreaded without either 
respect or esteem. In_ the first case, 
| obedience is not eaacted, and is there- 
fore felt to be unnecessary; in the 
second case rigid exaction renders 
obedience almost impossible. 


' 
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The sorrows of an awakened and 
wounded conscience, are too deep to 
be alleviated by the mere orator or 
philosopher. We need a support, 
the world cannot give. 
an Almighty arm to lean on; yea, 4 
very tender and conpassionate one 
too—a merciful and faithful High 
Priest, who can enter into our Case, 
and commune with us in all the pe- 
culiaritics of our distress. 
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